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displayed its comprehensive qualities by rising to a virtual dictatorsMp. Fears of tlie French. Revolution attracted to the forefront principles that were designed for government rather than for evolving systems. Similar conditions to the Russian menace in 1924 put the party of the right heavily in power. The friendly acquiescence of England turned towards Russia and Austria and against bourgeois France. That was a manifestation of national feeling that has always been the surest road to peace in Europe. Pitt rose through the crisis as a man who had found his orientation from a patriotic centre. No man has lived more in the service of England and as Lord Rosebery wrote ''there was no more patriotic spirit, none more intrepid, none more pure." He carried realist principles by his constancy of purpose above party politics. He found himself in a position to persecute, and toleration was not necessarily the essence of the unity which he achieved. He laid the stumbling block to Napoleon's negative and individualistic career. On one occasion he silenced with a wave of the hand the humanitarian ex-Lord Chancellor, Lord Erskine. Even George III learned sufficient Toryism to retort to a Scottish minister: "None of your damned Scottish metaphysics." In such a manner the tide of individual opinion was repelled, at one of the most crucial periods of history. The French Revolution was powerless to impregnate with its dangerous ideas the stern polity of England. Judged by Tory standards it was a supreme sense of realism by which England scorned the catchword of Liberty and Equality.
The last phase of principled politics in England came with the appearance of Benjamin Disraeli. He learned to think inductively from his profound father Isaac Disraeli, and moulded his political scepticism on the principles of Bolingbroke. Disraeli failed because his insight into politics coincided with the hey-day of laisser-faire. The transitory economic advantages of that system brooked no criticism while they lasted, Disraeli laboured after a precautionary unity that was not for the moment an economic necessity.